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LcO030

BY Request of the *****,k***

A Bill for an Act entitled: ,,An Act generarly revising efection
laws; aflowing local government study commission erectlons and
focal government studies to be cancefred when the number of
candidates for a study commission is insufficient; clarifyi_ng
when an er-ection requested by petition concernrng a 10ca1
government ordinance must be held; revj_sing notice requirements
in resort tax erections; clarifying terms of office for special
district officers elected before 2016; amending sections j_3_I14
1-3-rl5' l-3-Ll6,1-5-L32, j-6-1504, and 13-1-504, MCA; and
providing an i-mmediate effective date.,,

Be it enacted by the Legisrature of the state of Montana:

Section 1 Section 7-3*1 J4, MCA, is amended to read:
and procedures. (1) An elecrron on
study commission und.er 7_3_173

th a primary el-ection hefd on the

l)\ a-\- l n1l
n

el_ect
study commission members under 1-3-176 must be her_d in
conlunct'ion with a general election herd on the date estabrished
in 13-1-104.

Unoff,iei-al
As of: April 18,

**** Bill
fntroduced By

Draft Copy
2076 ( 10: 39am)

No. ***i(

)ktr**)k)k*******

1,7-3-174. Election dates
the question of establishing a

must be hel_d in conjunction wr

date established in 13_1_107.

lnn nf

J-U JU



Unoff,iciaL Erafh eoPY
As of: APril 18, 2016 (10:39am)

(3) The elections must be counted' canvassed'

as provided in Title 13 for general elections '

(4) The election administrator shall report the results of

anelectronconductedunderl_3_t.t1through.|_3_L93tothe

secretary of state within 15 days of the date the election

results become official ' "

{Internaf References to 7-3-774:
x7-3-771 * x7-3-774 * x7-3-176 \

Section 2. Section '7-3-L'75' MCA' is amended to read:

u1-3. t75. Ballot form and guestion' (1) The question of

conductingalocalgovernmentreviewandestablishingastudy

commj-Sslonmustbesubmittedtotheelectorsinsubstanti-a}lythe

following form:

Vote for one:

tl FOR the review of the governrnent of (insert name of

localgovernment)andtheestablishmentandfundlng'notto

exceed(insertdollarormirlamount)rofalocalgovernment

study commrssion consj'sting of (insert number of members)

members to examine the government of (insert name of local

government)andsubmitreCommendationsonthegovernment.

t]AGAINSTthereviewofthegovernmentof(insert

name of locaI government) and the establishment and funding'

nottoexceed(insertdollarormillamount)'ofalocal

governmentsrudycommissionconsistingof(insertnumberof

members) members to examine the government of (insert name

of local- government) and submit recommendations on the

LCo 0 30

and returned

LC 30



Unoff j-cial- Draf,t, e opy
As of: April 18, 2A16 (10:39am)

LC0 0 30

government.

(2) The ballot must also contain a clear and conspicuous

statement informinq Lhe voter that pursuant to 7-3-176(5) (b) if

the studv is approved but. there are not enough candidates fo fi I r

the studv commission positions and the election is cance]fed.

then the study will not be conducted. "

{Jnterna-Z References to 7-3-775:
x7-3 -171 * x7-3-774 * .|

Section 3. Section '7-3-I16, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-t76. Election of commission members -- cancel]-ation --
appointments. (1) An election to fill the positrons on the local

government study commission must be held in accordance with
1-3-I14" A primary election may not be held.

(2) The names of study commission candidates who have filed

declarations of nomination not later than the fil-inq deadl-i-ne

established in 13-1-403 must be placed on the bal-tot. There is no

filing fee. The el-ection is nonpartisan, and candidates must be

listed without party or other designation or slogan. The

secretary of state shall prescribe the balfot form for study

commissloners.

(3) Candidat.es for study commission positions must be

electors of the locaI government for which the study commission

has been established. The candidates may not be elected officials

of the local government.

(4) The number of candidates, equal to the number of studv

commission positions to be elected, receiving the highest number

LC 30



{Jnottaeean pra"f b eopy
As of: Aprrl 18, 2A16 (10:39am)

LCO030

of votes, which includes votes cast for candidates who have

officiatly filed nominations and. votes for write-in candidates,

must be declared elected. If there is a tie vote among

candidates, the governing body shall decide by lot which

candidate will fill the Position.
(5) (a) If the number of candidates filrng for election is

F.nr^l i-o tvr-+sss than the number of positions to be filled, the

election administrator shall- notifv the qoverning body and the

.r-\/crn i no boclrrYvve! ' I/-

(5): If tlre rranrber of study eonmrrssioners eleeEed is nct eQuat bo

i-yr-r\ret ttt tr(r f)(l(i-rr: r^'r rl] -rrF r-:OIIITIiliAEIOII Of CIle 9Ov-el-rililg- EOO -YvverrrrlrY vvuJ

# marr hv resolutron cancel the electiptr andItLqv evvvr %

declare the candidates elected bv acclamation.

(b) Tf the number of candidates is less than the number of

However, if the governing body does not cancel the efection' then

electecl official of the local qovernment may not be appointed. "

{Internaf References to 7-3-176:
x7-3-171 * x7-3-774 x7-3-174 * j

lution

Section 4. Section l-5-732, MCA, is amended to read:

LC 30
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As of: April 18, 20!6 (1C:39am)

LCO 03 0

"7-5-132. Procedure for initiative or referendum e1ection.

(1) The electors of a l-ocai- government may, by petition, r€quest

an election on whether to enact, repeal, or amend an ordinance.

The form of the petrtion must be approved by rhe county election

administrator. A petition signed by at least 15? of the local

.r.\/Frnmeni-rq crrralificrl olcr-1619 aS sufficienf fo rerrrriro:nr vYqrr 9 qf I

election.

(2) (a) If an approved petition containing sufficient

signatures is f iled prior to the ord-inance's ef fective date or

within 60 days after the passage of the ordinance, whichever is

Iater, a petition requesting an election on whether to amend or

repeal the ordinance delays the ordinance's effective date until-

the ordinance j-s ratified by the electors.

(b) If an approved petition containing sufficient

signatures r-s filed within 60 days after the effective date of an

emergency ordinance, the emergency ordrnance is suspended until-

it is ratified by the electors.

/3\ Tho .r.\/ornincr horJrz merr refor :n aviqi-inrr nr nr^n^eod\ v / ,..*J y! vyvrEu

ordinance to a vote of the people by resolution.

( 4 ) A petition or resolution for an election must:

(a) embrace only a single comprehensive subject;

(b) set out fully the ordinance sought, the ordinance to be

amend,ed and the proposed amendment, or the ordinance to be

!gugqf,Eu,

(c) be in the form prescribed in Titfe 13, chapter 2f,

except as specifically provided in this part; and

(d) contarn transition provisions if the measure changes

LC 30



unof,Eees-a.L urarE uopy
As of: April 18, 2076 (10:39am)

LC0 03 0

terms of office or forms of government.

(5) An el-ection held pursuant t.o this section must be

r:onrirrr:tecl in coniunction with the next local qovernment election

held in accordance with Title 13, chapter 7, part 4, except that

if the petition asks for a special election, specifies an

election date that complies with 13-1-405, and is signed by at

least 252 of the qual-ified electors, a special election must be

held on the date specified i-n the petition.

(6) If a majority of those voting on the questron approve

the nrooosal. it becomes effective when the el-ection resufts are
vL vYvve+ t

officially declared, unfess otherwise stated in the proposal.'?

Ilnternaf References to 7-5-132:
x3-10-1a1 * x3-77-707 * x7-1-4130 * x7-3-7204 *

x7-5-131 * x7-5-734 x7-6-1504 x76-1-205
x76-1-205 * ]

Section 5. Section 1-6-1504, MCA, is amended to read:

''7-6-1504. Resort Lax -- eLection required -- procedure

notiee. (1) A resort communlty or alea may not j-mpose or, except

as provided in 7-6-1505, amend or repeal a resort tax unless the

resort tax question has been approved by a majority of the

nrr:lifiod olor-1-ors rrol-ino on thc orresfion.\.]UqIJIAUV LIUVLV!J

(2) The resort tax question may be presented to the

r'rrr:'l i f i ecl el ectors of :v uq!+

(a) a resort community by a petition of the electors as

provided by 7-5-131, '/-5-132, 'l-5-134, 7-5-135, and 7-5-137 or by

a resofution of the governing body of the resort community; or

(b) a resort area by a resolution of the board of county

LC 30
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commissioners, following receipt of a petition

nrorri cl ecl i n 1-6- 1508.

LC0 0 30

of electors as

(3) If a resort area is 1n more than one county, the resort

l-e:z crriaql-inn mrrsf he nreqon1_orl l-o anrl:nnrorror-l hrr fho r-rrraIifiorlrlgv

electors in the resort area of each county.

(4) The petition or resolution referring the taxing

ouestron nust state:

(a) the rate of the resort tax,'

(b) the duration of the resort tax;

(c) the date when the tax becomes 6:ffonf irro rrhisht date may

not be earlier than 35 clavs after the election,'

(d) the goods and services subject to the resort tax; and

-Fr}|f e) 1_ he nrrrnoses 1. hat marr he frrnded hrr the resorf tax\s/ _l_Y-I

revenue.

(5) On receipt of

shall hold an election

part 5.

(6) Notice of the

i-n 13-1-108 and i-nclude

of this section.

a/-.i^^'.=fa 66f il_ inn fho ^nrTarninn l-.^A.dll d(-leqL]dLe puL!Lrvrr, urre 9UVCIillIrg D(')CIy

in accordance with Titl-e 13, chapter L,

election must be accomplished as provided

the information listed in subsection (4\

f 7) The r-rrrcsf ion of 1_he imnosition of a reSOft lav marz nnl-\, / llvL

be placed before the qualified el-ectors more than once r-n any

!IJUGI VEAI.

I Tnfcrna 7 References to 7-6-15A4:
x7-6-7502 * x7-6-7502 * x7-6-1503 x7-6-7506
x7-6-7508 x7-6-1508 x7-6-7509 x7-6-1541
x7-7-4424 * ]
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Section 13-1-504/ MCA/ is amended to read:

Dates for special. purpose distriet eJ.ections

call for election. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), the

foll-owing electi-ons for a special purpose district. must be held

on the same day as the regular school election day established in

20-20-105 (1) , which is the first Tuesday after the first Monday

in May:

(a) an election to create, alter the boundaries of,

continue, or dissolve a special purpose district; and

(b) an election to fill a special purpose district office.

(2) (a) A special purpose district election that includes a

question affecting district funding, such as fee assessments,

bonds, oT the safe or lease of property, may be held on the day

sner:ifiecl in srrhsecf ion (-l ) or scheduled as a special el-ection.Jlruvf \ * /

(b) A conservation district e]ection must be held on a

primary or general election day.

(3) If specifically authorized by law, a special purpose

district electj-on may be held at the district's annual meeting.

(4) A special purpose district electi-on may not be held

earlier than 85 davs after the date of the order or resol-ution

calling for the el-ection"

(5) Pursuant to 13-19-20L, the governing body authorized by

Iaw to call an election shall specify in the order or resolution

calling for the el-ectlon whether the governing body is requesting

that the elect.ion be conducted by maiI.

(6) Notwithstandinq anv other provision of faw, the term of

of f i r-c for a sner-i al cji strict of ficer that was elected :n--a
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November electi-on before 2016 does not expire unti] a successor

is elected or appointed and sworn in."
(- ,I Inxerna-L Re-f erences to 73-7-504:

x7-6-1544 x7-73-2323 x20-75-203 x20-15-231_
x22-7-304 ]

NEW SECTION. Section 7. {standard} Effective date

actl is effective on passage and approvaf .

END
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